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    Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 

Our founder, Marcus Mosiah Garvey, was born in St. Ann's Bay, Jamaica on August 17, 1887 
and traveled through Central America from 1910 to 1912 and through Europe from 1912 to 
1914. While returning to Jamaica sometime after June 28, 1914, and after observing that we 
Black people were universally oppressed in all parts of the world, Mr. Garvey rhetorically asked, 
"Where is the Black man's government? Where is his king and kingdom? Where is his president, 
his country, and his ambassador, his army, his navy, his men of big affaires? I could not find 
them, and then I declared I will help make them." Hence, Mr. Garvey founded the Universal 
Negro Improvement Association and African Communities League on July 20, 1914 soon after 
arriving back home in Jamaica. Mr. Garvey went about the task of converting the disabilities of 
race into a positive tool of liberation with a thorough aggressiveness. “No man can convince me 
contrary to my belief,” he declared, “because my belief is founded upon a hard and horrible 
experience, not a personal experience, but a racial experience. The world has made being 
Black a crime, and I have felt it in common with men who suffer like me, and instead of 
making it a crime I hope to make it a virtue.” With that, the consciousness of his followers 
was saturated with this new doctrine. Black dolls were manufactured for Black children; his 
newspaper proclaimed itself the Negro World. After founding the Black Star Line and Negro 
Factories Corporation, he acquired hotels, restaurants, factories, universities, printing plants, 
publishing companies, transoceanic steamship lines, to name a few. Indeed, practically every 
aspect of the organization was designed to bolster our self-esteem and to foster pride in 
ourselves. His economic ventures in the US amounted to an attempt toward a nucleus of a self-
sustaining and therefore self-employing Black race in America. Mr. Garvey understood that 
racial uplift and self-reliance are the cornerstones of an independent nation. Thus, his gaze 
looked more longingly toward Africa as the salvation of the Black man. Accordingly, the UNIA 
had established civil services, health care services, regiments, etc., all as foundational 
springboards necessary to the construction of the new continental African nation and homeland. 
Therefore, Liberia had to be the remedy; Liberia was founded as a resettlement project for 
formerly enslaved Africans.  Now we have an opportunity to live history. It is my pleasure to 
announce that the 62nd International Convention is in Africa in Liberia starting August 15th 
2019 in Monrovia. See you in Liberia. Right before traveling to Africa, we will be celebrating 
the 2nd Annual Marcus Garvey Festival on Sunday, August 4th in Queens, NY. 
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