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 January 3, 2020 

Fellow African Men and Women: 
On February 10, 1925, Hon. Marcus Mosiah Garvey wrote the famous First Message to the 
Negroes of the World from Atlanta Prison to encourage and rally the UNIA. As Mr. Garvey was 
convinced that the US government would find any excuse to end his life while incarcerated in 
their prison system, he had to encourage the UNIA to continue the fight. In the letter, Mr. Garvey 
writes, "All I have I have given to you. I have sacrificed my home and my loving wife for you. I 
entrust her to your charge, to protect and defend her in my absence. She is the bravest little 
woman I know. She has suffered and sacrificed with me for you; therefore, please do not desert 
her in this dismal hour, when she stands alone. I have left her penniless and helpless to face the 
world, because I gave all, but her courage is great, and I know she will hold up for you and me."    

One hundred twenty-one years earlier, the greatest general our people have ever produced since 
being departed from Africa, General Jean Jacques Dessalines, declared on Sunday, January 1, 
1804 in Gonaives, Haiti: "I have watched, fought, sometimes alone, and, If I have been fortunate 
to deliver in your hands the sacred trust that you had under my care, remember that it is up to 
you now to conserve it. Before you consolidate it by laws, which assure your individual liberty, 
your leaders, which I assemble here, and myself, we owe you the last proof of our devotion.     

Generals, and you, leaders, reunited here near me for the well-being of our country, the day has 
come, this day that must make eternal our glory, our independence. If there could exist amongst 
you a half-hearted, may he distance himself and tremble to pronounce the oath that must unite us. 

Let us swear to the entire universe, to posterity, to ourselves, to renounce forever to France, and 
to die rather than to live under its domination. To fight until the last crotchet rest for the 
independence of our country! 

And you, people for too long misfortuned, witness to the oath that we are pronouncing, remind 
yourself that it is on your perseverance and your courage that I depended on when I threw myself 
in this career for liberty in order to fight against despotism and tyranny against which you 
struggled since fourteen years. Remember that I sacrificed everything to jump to your defense; 
family, children, fortune, and now I am only rich in your liberty." 

General Jean Jacques Dessalines and Hon. Marcus Mosiah Garvey have given all that they had to 
us. We can do no less. As we celebrate the 216th Anniversary of the Haitian independence, we 
say Mèsi Papa Desalin. We owe a great debt to our Ayiti brothers and sisters for making us 
believe that we can defeat our oppressors. Haiti is the only case in recorded history where a 
formerly enslaved people rose up against their oppressors and militarily defeated them to then 
form an independent nation in 1804. Let us start 2020 in the same vein that led Mr. Garvey to 
hold the First International Convention of Black Peoples of the World in August 1920 that lasted 
31 days. Please join the UNIA and shop at THE ROC. 

 
With best wishes 
Your obedient servant 
 
 
 
 
Michael R. Duncan 
President General, Universal Negro Improvement Association 
1609-11 Cecil B. Moore Avenue • Philadelphia, PA 19121 • (718) 906-8920 
 

ALL I HAVE I WILL GIVE TO YOU 

Michael R. Duncan 


